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We are dedicated to creating a nationwide
network of trails from former rail lines
and connecting corridors to build healthier
places for healthier people.



United States
Rail-Trail Stats
• 2,274 total rail-trails
• 24,843 miles of rail-trails
• 867 current projects
• 9,180 miles of potential rail-trail

Maryland
Rail-Trail Stats
•39 total rail-trails
• 356 miles of rail-trails
• 18 current projects ?
• 196 miles of potential rail-trail



U.S. Railroad System - 1918
1916:

250,000+ miles
active railway

(Association of American Railroads)



Today:
140,000 rail miles

operated by Class I railroads
(Federal Railroad Administration)



Success Stories in Maryland and Beyond

The HighLine

GAP Trail

Route of the Hiawatha



Economic Impact of Trail 
Networks

The Atlanta BeltLine has generated a direct 
economic impact of nearly $4.6 billion 
dollars in private development as of the end 
of 2018. This is seven times greater than the 
total public and private investment of $559 
million to date invested in trail construction 
and private real estate.



Economic Impact of Trail 
Networks

The Laffite Greenway in New Orleans has 
spurred more than $100 million in public 
and private projects adjacent to the short 
4-mile trail connecting downtown to City 
Park.



Baltimore Greenway Trails Network



Baltimore Greenway Trails Network



Abandoned and disused railway lines
OpenStreetMap

Active railway lines
U.S. Dept. of Transportation



Multiuse trails
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

Abandoned and disused railway lines
OpenStreetMap

Active railway lines
U.S. Dept. of Transportation



Acquisition Methods and Corridor Status

• Fee or Easement

• Abandoned, property ownership may vary

• Railbanking

• Active, but in abandonment process

• Rail-with-Trail (Easement, Lease, e.g.)

• Active



Abandonment

Once abandoned:

• Corridor no longer regulated by STB

• Returns to status of private land/original ownership

• Negotiations by become more complicated with multiple property 
owners

• State property law comes into effect



What is Railbanking?

• Part of National Trails System Act Amendments of 1983

• A voluntary agreement between a railroad company and a trail 
agency to use an out-of-service rail corridor as a trail until a railroad 
might need the corridor again for rail service.

• Retains the STB jurisdiction over the corridor

• Can be reactivated for later rail use

• Available for Interim Trail Use



• Railroad Files for Abandonment with STB 

• Trail group or local municipality has 30 days to request a Notice of 
Interim Trail Use (NITU) (RTC Early Warning System)

• Within 10 days, railroad notifies STB its willingness to negotiate

• If railroad agrees, STB issues a NITU for 180-day period (can be 
extended to continue negotiations)

• Railbanking occurs if negotiations are successful. Railroad notifies STB 
that agreement was reached.

• RTC’s Trail Building toolbox: https://www.railstotrails.org/build-
trails/trail-building-toolbox/

What is Railbanking? 

https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/


Rail-with-Trail

https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/basics/rail-with-trail/

400 +/= RWTs in the U.S.

Over 5000 miles of RWT in the U.S.

https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/basics/rail-with-trail/
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